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1993 Anadromous Catalog Nomination

Creek:
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Date:

Comments:

Dome Creek, approx. 1/2 mile below confluence with Telegraph Creek.
Robert F. McLean, ADF&G-Habitat, Fairbanks
July 8, 1992; 1615 hrs. ADT

A school (approx. 2 to 3 dozen) of young-of-the-year (YOY) Dolly
Varden were observed in an abandoned settling pond that had been
breached by Dome Creek. In addition, ten Age 1 (60-70 mm) Dolly
Varden were also observed.

Site of observation approximately 1/4 mile upstream of small five-inch
suction dredge operated by Mathisen and two other unidentified miners.
One of the unidentified operators indicated he was from Montana but had
been working claims on Iron/Dome creeks since 1979. Based on their
observations, the following pattern of fish use of Iron/Dome creeks was
indicated:

Large grayling (spawners) first show up in the creeks in early spring
(June) when the water temperature reaches 40 to 42 degrees F. Young-of-
the-year grayling generally are first observed in early July. Both YOY
and Age 1 grayling are noted in suction dredge ponds throughout July. In
mid-July smaller grayling (according to the miners, non-spawners) show
up. In late August/early September, large, brightly colored Dolly Varden
appear. Indicated spawning occurred in upper Dome Creek and lower
Telegraph Creek. Sculpin have been observed throughout the open water
season when the miners were present.
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